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T have tried to avoid platttudes 
IN - the previous P»pe» ^ “ t0 guar d against those true 

about the Bible, and es^al S- h by their spectousness 
remarks so usually accept , ^ ofen vells f or much 

appear to be truisms, J many curre nt phrases ,s 

inaccuracy- The mcorrec ^ originated by devout 

the less suspected because m y 

Christians. rea lly use f u i limitation that 

JZSS “ 

'srsr:::. 

Ilha LTh„r n i": P by, and the Grammar, and 
^History are but introductions to other books and other 
knowledge m be acquired through life. The Bib e cannot b 
classed with them. Now, as a matter o a > 
general knowledge of the Scriptures possessed by thousand* 
was obtained in the same way as other general o 
knowledge. The Spelling-book, the Latin Grammar, Luc , 
and the rest of the school-books are gladly thrown asu e as 
soon as “those horrid lessons” come to an end. Even on 
these terms, though parents and teachers would prefer better, 
the lessons have to be learnt until they are done, an 
measure of knowledge more or less useful, and often m 
pensable, remains permanently stored in the mind. E ut 
Word of God must have a different estimate if its real use 
is to be known by our children. 

Anything that can rescue the Bible lesson from the sense 
of tiresomeness that children attribute to their other lesson ^ 
will be hailed by those who would secure the right reg<nd 
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holy things. Although one has 


scant patience with the craze 


of our time that childrpn v ' ,l “ hi 

ment, and that the motive of sto G J aUght b T way of amuse- 
background, yet if lear Jng J ^ ^ be ke Pt - the 
detriment to the principle an d Lbfiof ^ mertain ’ ng withou t 
because we must, surely we hive » f d °?” g wbat ls ri £ ht 
If the Bible has blZeTelfJTfT ■ 
will treat it in his school days with th e^ ^ httIe chlId ’ he 

from a right familiarity, and not with the'TslilT ^ C ° meS 
that proverbially springs from f a •, • 6 or contempt 

kind. In the home, t^hereforekt familiarity of a different 

of association between God’s Word l nd ^ ^ 

begin with the age when picture-bol 
and bearing in mind the cautions already given such hit J 
asthe “ Sunday Picture Book ” of the Society tor Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, in several series, ar.d particularly 
No. 3 on Scripture Natural History, may be recommended as 
very useful favourites. Ihen for the little one who has bemm 
to read there are many books good on the whole, both in 
letterpress and pictures, such as “ Bible Stories in Simple 
Language for Little Children.” (Frederick Warne and Co.) 
Most of the pictures in this book are excellent. Children a 
little older can use “ The Child’s Bible.” (Cassell and Co.) 

I he very title, and the method of omission, suggest wise 
parental explanations as to what the book professes to be. 

I hen we have another mode of combining amusement and 
accurate learning, in the series of sheets for text-painting, 
and afterwards for reference-finding, entitled “ Something for 
Sunday,” and “ Happy Sunday Afternoons ” (both published 
by J. F. Shaw and Co.) These painted texts may well be 
given away by the young artists to poor people who like 
them for their cottage walls. Then we can advance to the 
use of Scripture Searching Almanacs, in which texts are 
printed, and the chapter and verse are to be found and 
written in ; or a manuscript book may be kept for the 
purpose, the texts being chosen and written in, with spaces 
for the rrefeence to be inserted. Bible questions and puzzles 
abound in magazines, though care is required in their use, 
that holy words and things may not be brought down to the 
level of common riddles; and the merriment of fun, as dis- 
tinguished from that of a holy delight, must be kept away. 
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HOW TO J ‘- _ — -- though they were, for 

• « P d these things as of tbem should 

/e 'lTere is no reason why any oCCupa tions are 

Su,ld b a J‘ available for week-days,^ Sabbath a delight,” a 

n0 • llv va luable in fflaking be solved in any sense by 
speC ' Let in itself, and not to ^ ^ weakening and 

producing the ma y easily become to little 

abbreviating the day which ^ „ Bo(h families and 
children “the best ° f f a , essons on that day ought not to be a 

schools, the learning of less" ^ ^ better ways 0 f 

matter of irksome drudgery. ^ _ the gaining of the 
Obtaining the result we ^ appetite and relish lor Us 

Word of God. If we can looked upon as a 

subject-matter, the tom-gw* ^ of giving children 
task. 1 am not con d ^ ^ be « got by heart,” or 

Scripture portions o ) Qn tbe Lord’s Day. A 

rather “rote,” heart y S ? ft practicable; let the child 
£? carefully 6 and »<.y, die chosen portion every 
morning and evening through the week, and he will usually 
be ready to repeat it on Sunday to his father. I knew a mother 
who tried this plan for years with success ; a hymn and it 
collect were also read, and the pleasant reading, made to be 
a punctual, reverent, and happy duty, went by the name of 
« a little of Sunday every day.” A man who has from child- 
hood known and loved the Bible is the man who always 
enjoyed Sunday; and, convertibly, a Sabbath well spent 
involves the life-long regard for the Bible, which has always 
been specially associated with it. 

I cannot recommend too strongly the membership of the 
Scripture Union. If there is no local branch in existence, 
the family might itself become one. Full information may 
be had from the Children’s Special Service Mission, of which 
Mission also, in all its departments of work, I desire to speak 
highly, and particularly in its bearing on our subject. 
Parents would do well to obtain particulars from the 
Secretaries, 13A, Warwick Lane, E.C. 

sei ' Cj texts to learn, I know of no better selection 
Iri' h ri, f ’ , ,;br | ate ‘ 1 " rjne Hundred Texts of the Society for 

at n ^ 1 lss ‘ons. 1 he sheet of references may be had 

at it, Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C 

Children healthily and brightly brought up in the nurture 
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and admonition of the 1 f »rH i " ' — 

handling (he Bible. The sp^v - r t0 get into the Wa d of 
places, animals, the voluntary ^ ^ t0 ? icS ’ names of men, 
all increase the child’s jjrasn^f tt ° f [ eferences and maps, 
for a family to have a ^ l ar Z cone a ^ b °° k - U is weI1 
Sunday work, and let writing- n 1Cordance at hand for its 
used. Children should be ma^JTT a ° d slates be fr eely 
books in the order usually given • th ^ " ames of the 

should be explained briefly_B 00 k s "““ re ° f the Rouping 
Poetry, Prophets, Gospels, & c . ■ and A ' S1 ° ry ' 
references, marginal reading o a ,, d the Wlse use of 
encouraged. “ Broad surfaces ” of *** Sh ° Uld be suitabI y 
with under the guidance of a se scr, P ture may be dealt 
the personal hUtory o ^v ^ f **"“*“«. 

and „ ot as a mere s ; ing trr as a whoie - 

n v ere 1S . a ca P ltal llttle eightpenny book published bv the 
Religious Iract Society, entitled “ The Bible Reader’s Hein 

: r hoo.: “ se Pa pl f pc , ople ' and the y™* £££?% 

. chools. I arents and teachers would certainly value it 
and even young children are glad to be allowed to use it’ 
as much of it is interesting to them. The new edition of 

R " HelpS t0 the StUdy ° f the Bible >” with its 

British Museum and other pictures, “ comprising summaries 

° , the . several books, with copious explanatory notes and 
tables illustrative of scripture history and the characteristics 
of Bible lands, embodying the results of the most recent 
researches,” is extremely useful, and will profitably amuse 
children of eleven and twelve, though of course it is intended 
for adults. It is recommended as a considerable aid in 
teaching the Bible. It may be had for a few pence. 

There is a tendency to make the Bible seem a crabbed 
book by the unwise use of “ Helps,” and really useful books 
now commonly found in good schools are calculated to leave 
the impression not easily removed, that the Bible is a book 
to be got up for examinations by “ cramming,” and that in 
after life most of it may be left as the special study of the 
clergy. There is therefore need of great judgment in the 
selection and the mode of using handbooks, commentaries, 
and other books about the Bible. Canon Girdlestone s 
little shilling book, one of the Religious Tract Society 
present day primers, “ How to study the English Bible, 
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178 hc _____ enable him to give a 

carefully read by the teacher «°“' make his school 

child much useful i"^‘“" han they would be without 
books far more int -' g ' ||dhood that we learn how to mi 
such aid. It is in our c ' ble art, and in proportion as 

our took s. This is an mvalu knowled g e in after life 

we acquire it, our power of getting 

is greater. . pnnim0 nlv asked about the text 

Many of the questions commonly ^ answere d in 

of the Bible, and the history of t (< ^ oW we got our 

Dr. Paterson Smyth’s shilling book, Ho* t> 

“here orks"£ be had by teachers who desire 

accurate and suggestive thoughts 

assist them in teaching. Among these m „ 

for the study of the gospels, “Our Lord s Life on Larth, 
by Dr. Hanna, and Mr. Eugene Stock’s Notes of Sunday 
School Lessons. And parents and teachers may large ) 
increase their own stores of biblical knowledge bj the 
perusal of certain books that are often supposed to be mainly 
useful for ordination examinations, as for instance, Paley s 
“ Horae Paulinae,” and the kindred book Blunt s “ l n- 
designed Coincidences.” These books lead to exact and 
thoughtful reading of the bible. The books called “ The 
Life of Christ” are numerous. Their serviceableness is 
impaired, and they not infrequently do harm, by their very 
scope, which usually tends to separate the manhood from 
the Deity. We must beware of even seeming to put asunder 
what God has joined together. 

Of many present day commentaries, and this touches the 
question of school handbooks, there are some characteristic 
remarks in Dean Burgon’s excellent Treatise on the Pastoral 
"f Writ6S ’ ° n Acts viiL 3L “The Ethiopian under- 
nrnnVi J EsiEaE ^ii. 7, 8 (the sense, I mean, of the 

ine-ly 6 ^ Wor s ^\ as wed as Philip the Evangelist. Accord - 

prophet 07 ^ thee ’ f Wh ° m Speak6th ihe 

not invnVf> ^ ? 7 ° f some other man ? ’ He did 

himseT deoiled " ° f a Philosopher A ‘guide,’ as he 
wanted. I s it not ”nl ” erpr ff er of scn Pture, was what he 

the scene of the inciLnTkferred'to en S ravin 2 of 

geographical limits of Ethinni d dissertation on the 

P la a n °te to inform us that 


the second syllable in ‘ Cand * 

vignette of the kind of chariot ' S T"' t0 S«her with a 
posmbly sitting, and of the kind '"f "' h ,‘ Ch eUnuc b was 
probably reading, as well as of t cob rf ■ which he was 

( andaco herself:_i s it not pW < lf 11 ex,. , ted) of Queen 

this kind, however ably executed /’ that llIustr ations of 
graces of a graphic pen, instead ^ ° ff with a11 the 

,U Philip's discourse, do not marly put ""'"’I '° “ sh » re 

with the meanest slave who W aiJrf ™ oderns on a level 
in stupid wonder observed the seen ^ ^ Ethio P ia n, and 
does not see that the work of internal* dlStance ? Who 

when helps of this class have been , ‘ S “ me - 

extent r ” een multiplied to any 

We have thus reached another stage of our subject. 




